CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF DALLAS

MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE PLAN (MCP)
GUIDELINES 

The Missionary Cooperative Plan (MCP)
The Diocesan Missions, through The Pontifical Mission Societies, administers the Propagation of the Faith Missionary Cooperation Plan. This program supports missionary dioceses, religious congregations and lay mission groups. The Director of Missions makes an invitation to pastors to participate in the program. Pastors are not required to participate in MCP. Those pastors who express interest and willingness to collaborate sign up to be included as an MCP Host Parish. The missionary groups, following the lead of the pastor, are assigned to parishes to make an appeal at weekend Masses in the name of their organization. 

This outreach mission program is an integral part of mission awareness, animation and cooperation efforts between the Diocese of Dallas and The Pontifical Mission Societies, which is entrusted to the Dicastery for the Evangelization of Peoples. The Diocesan Missions accepts letters of request for the annual Missionary Cooperative Plan. Letters of request and applications for consideration in the missionary appeal will be accepted from July 15 to December 1 of each year.

The Purpose and Impact of MCP 
The main purpose of inviting missionaries into the Missionary Cooperative Plan (MCP) is new evangelization. Evangelization is above all the action of the Holy Spirit and through the cooperative the faithful are encouraged to give first place to prayer and a spirit of sacrifice for mission. The plan seeks to form the faithful of the Diocese of Dallas to become aware of its worldwide missionary vocation. They are informed about the life and needs of the Churches in mission territories, and the appeals foster an increase in spiritual and material assistance between the particular Churches. 

The plan also promotes missionary vocations, education to justice, especially of young people, and economic solidarity by appealing to the generosity of Christians in the whole world. The Society for the Propagation of Faith carries out this activity throughout the whole year. 

Who may apply for the Missionary Appeal? 
1. A recognized Catholic missionary society in good standing with the United States Society for the Propagation of the Faith serving in one or more foreign countries, or
2. A recognized Catholic missionary society in good standing with the United States Society for the Propagation of the Faith serving in United States dioceses designated as missionary by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Catholic Home Missions Subcommittee,
3. A foreign (non-U.S.A.) Catholic (arch)diocese or eparchy struggling with poverty, persecution, oppression, or war.

Guidelines and General Requirements for MCP Application
Mission appeal applications must be submitted each year. The mission coordinator should request participation by submitting: 
· Letter of Request for MCP
· Letter of Introduction/Appointment
· Letter of Suitability


	Note: submission of an application does NOT guarantee acceptance in the MCP. Due to the high response volume of this program, we may not be able to acknowledge receipt of each application. Only the congregations or organizations that have been selected for the program will receive a written response and invitation to participate. 



Letter of Request for MCP
The following information must be included in the Letter of Request for MCP:
1. The name of the mission and the country/diocese where the mission is located. For religious congregations, please include the name of the province.
2. An email address and contact information for the mission representative in the U.S.
3. Information on the speaker(s) who will visit the parishes. Note: The Diocese of Dallas has Spanish, Vietnamese and Korean speaking parishes. Please let us know if you have a bi-lingual speaker who is native or fluent in any of these languages.
4. How are donations used for the Propagation of the Faith? You are welcome to send a brochure or pre-printed information sheet that describes the needs of the mission along with the application letter.
5. Catholic Identity. Note: This information request does not apply to dioceses, or groups that have participated in the Diocese of Dallas MCP within the last 5 years. Supply the following:

If the religious community/province or lay organization is listed in The U.S. Official Catholic Directory, please provide a copy of this information; make sure it shows the diocese, section or page number, and edition (year), where we can find its inclusion. 

Letter of Introduction/Appointment from Bishop/Superior/President
A diocesan representative should include a copy of a signed and stamped letter from the local Ordinary (bishop) that grants authority to the representative to coordinate the mission appeal on his behalf in the United States. If the group is a religious community, please provide a letter from the Superior General that grants authority to the representative to coordinate the appeals. For a lay association, a letter of recommendation from the local bishop and the president acknowledging the works of the group in his diocese must be submitted.

Letter of Suitability
No individual, whether clergy or lay, will be allowed to make an appeal unless the Testimonial of Suitability for Ministry is received from the Bishop/Major Superior/President of the mission organization. The Testimonial must be sent directly from the Office of the Bishop/Major Superior/President of the mission organization

About the Missionary Cooperative Plan (MCP)
· The Diocese of Dallas does not use pre-printed envelopes for mission collections. Parishioners are instructed to make checks payable to the Diocese of Dallas, the diocese then disburses funds to the mission organization, once all parishes have submitted the funds. Missionary groups may not hand out pre-printed envelopes or materials that in any way attempt to collect names and addresses of parishioners for the purpose of future mail or phone solicitations.
· The speaker should prepare to preach at all Masses on the appeal weekend. The duration of the missionary presenter’s appeal should be around 10-15 minutes. It is required that the missionary effectively communicates in English, and where necessary, in Spanish or in Vietnamese. In most cases, the missionary presenter should be fluent in both English and Spanish, considering that most of our parishes are bilingual. 
· The appeal presentation should incorporate the Sunday readings and refer to the Scriptures. The missionary presenter must keep in mind that the goal of the message appeal is forming a Catholic conscience in the faithful, to be docile to the Spirit in our commitment of outreach to the world, and to cultivate a truly Catholic spirit for the work of evangelization.
· Solicitation for sponsorship of specific/named individuals (i.e., orphans, students, seminarians, etc.) is not allowed.
· The MCP appeal weekend requires a speaker to appear in person at the Masses to make an appeal for prayers and financial assistance. Groups may not request that a letter be read at the Masses and a collection taken in lieu of a personal appearance.
· The Diocese of Dallas and its parishes do not provide for or reimburse travel costs, shuttle service to or from the airport, or lodging accommodations. It is the speaker’s responsibility to provide for his or her own housing arrangements as well as transportation between parish sites and to and from the airport.

Important Dates
	Applications Open
	July 15, 2026

	Last date for submission of application and Requests 
	December 1, 2026

	Notification of parish assigned to mission organizations
	February 1, 2027

	Last date for mission organizations to submit appeal dates to Director of Diocesan Missions 
	March 1, 2027

	Last date to submit “Testimonial of Suitability”
	May 1, 2027

	Scheduling appeals in the parishes	
	May to September



SUBMIT THE APPLICATION
Thank you for your application to the Diocese of Dallas Missionary Cooperative Program. All applications should be received from July 15 to December 1 to be considered for the following year. Accepted groups will receive a letter with parish assignments at the end of March.

Mail the application package to: 
Juan Rendon, D.Min. 
Attn: Missionary Cooperative Plan 
Catholic Social Ministries 
Diocese of Dallas | 3752 Blackburn Street 
P.O. Box 190507 | Dallas, Texas 75219 

