
“At the death of a Christion, whose life of faith was begun in the waters of 
Baptism and strengthened at the Eucharistic table, the Church intercedes 
on behalf of the deceased because of its confident belief that death is not 
the end... the Church also ministers to the sorrowing and consoles them 
in the Funeral rites with the comforting Word of God and the Sacrament 
of the Eucharist.”

Order of Christian Funerals (OCF), n. 4

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
  FUNERALS IN THE 

DIOCESE OF DALLAS

A Catholic funeral is divided into three distinct parts, each with its 
own purpose related to the grieving process. For that reason, we 
recommend following the complete structure and making use of 
each liturgical moment offered to a family.

Part I  Vigil Service (Wake)

Generally, this liturgy is the evening before a funeral Mass.  It is 
usually a Service of the Word, with sacred scripture readings and 
prayers, reflections, eulogies, sacred songs meaningful to the 
family, and possibly a rosary if the family is accustomed to praying 
the rosary.  A funeral Vigil service may be celebrated in a church, 
a funeral home or another place suitable for prayer and reflection.

Part II Funeral Liturgy (Mass or Outside of Mass)

The central celebration of the family, friends, and the Christian 
community is the funeral Mass, although when Mass cannot be 
celebrated a funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass may take place.

In the Diocese of Dallas, a funeral Mass must be celebrated in a 
Catholic parish church, parish chapel, or other Catholic chapel 
such as a Catholic nursing home chapel or a Catholic cemetery 
chapel.  Funeral Masses may not be celebrated in a funeral home. 

Part III Committal (Burial or Interment)

Ideally, a baptized person is buried in a Catholic cemetery, or 
Catholic parish cemetery or columbarium.  However, the Church 
permits Catholics to be buried or interred in any suitable cemetery.

For Catholic Parish Staff:

Planning a funeral with a family is a gift of pastoral care and also 
a moment of evangelization. The parish staff should use its fullest 
resources to welcome and support a family in this difficult time.

Regardless of the number of the mourners anticipated, the full three-
fold ritual, including the Vigil, the funeral Mass/funeral Liturgy 
Outside of Mass, and the Committal should be offered to assist 
the family in expressing their sorrow and in beginning the grieving 
process. 

The Catholic Church encourages the faithful to celebrate a funeral 
Mass when one of its members dies, but the Order of Christian 
Funerals provides several pastoral choices, to adapt to local 
circumstances. The pastor and the family together should make the 
decision as to which liturgy, selected only from the Order of Christian 
Funerals, is most appropriate for the family’s needs.  

In the Diocese of Dallas, a funeral Mass must be celebrated in a 
Catholic parish church, parish chapel, or other Catholic chapel such 
as a Catholic nursing home chapel or a Catholic cemetery chapel. 
Funeral Masses may not be celebrated in a funeral home. 

In consultation with the family, the parish may also announce a 
death at the Sunday Mass, and invite others to attend and pray 
with the family at the funeral.  It is also recommended that the 
parish music director/coordinator, cantor, lectors, Communion 
ministers, and hospitality ministers be supplied by the parish.  These 
individuals should be aware of their opportunity to minister, comfort, 
and manifest Christ’s love for the family and friends of the deceased.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.
May the souls of all the faithful departed,

through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. Amen.

For Funeral Home Directors:

When a deceased person is Catholic, funeral home directors should 
contact the parish office or pastor of the deceased’s Catholic church 
at the earliest possible convenience to determine the availability of 
the worship space, an appropriate minister (priest, deacon, or lay 
ecclesial minister for a funeral Vigil; priest for a funeral Mass; priest 
or deacon for a funeral Liturgy Outside Mass; priest or deacon for 
a Committal), and all the necessary parish staff, particularly the 
music director. The date, time, and minister must be confirmed with 
the Catholic parish staff before a commitment to the family is made.

The funeral Vigil assists a family in beginning the mourning process 
by gathering for a Service of the Word with sacred scripture readings 
and prayers, reflections, eulogies, sacred songs meaningful to the 
family, and possibly a rosary if the family is accustomed to praying 
the rosary.  A funeral Vigil service may be celebrated in a church, 
a funeral home or another place suitable for prayer and reflection.

In the Diocese of Dallas, a funeral Mass must be celebrated in a 
Catholic parish church, parish chapel, or other Catholic chapel such 
as a Catholic monastery chapel, a Catholic nursing home chapel, or 
a Catholic cemetery chapel.  Funeral Masses may not be celebrated 
in a funeral home. 

Burial of the body of the deceased or of the cremated remains 
should ideally be in a Catholic cemetery, or a Catholic parish 
cemetery or columbarium.  However, Catholics are permitted to 
choose their cemetery of burial.  The body or the cremated remains 
may be interred either in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or 
columbarium. The practice of scattering cremated remains (ashes) 
on the sea, in the air, or on the ground is not permitted for a Catholic. 
Keeping cremated remains in a house, apartment, or other residence 
is also not permitted. 

For more information please contact the
Diocese of Dallas Office of Worship

214-528-2240
worship@cathdal.org



Frequently Asked 
Questions about 
Funeral Planning

Q: My loved one has died. What should I do now?

A: First, contact your loved one’s Catholic parish. If you are not sure 
which Catholic parish he or she belongs to, start with the parish church 
closest geographically to your loved ones’ home. Then, contact a 
funeral home and ask the staff there to work with your parish. The 
parish and the funeral home cooperate to provide care and comfort to 
families preparing funerals and burials.

Q: How much does a funeral Mass cost?

A: Masses are not bought and sold, and so, in that sense, a funeral 
Mass does not “cost” anything. The inability of an individual to make 
a financial donation to the parish church should never be a reason 
for a parish not to provide a funeral Mass for a Catholic. That being 
said, parish churches do incur costs for the use of the building, the 
time invested by the parish staff, and for the skills of parish musicians, 
altar servers, and others involved in celebrating your loved one’s 
funeral Mass. A donation from the family to offset these costs, while 
not required, is greatly appreciated. If your family wishes to make a 
financial donation to the parish to offset funeral expenses, make these 
arrangements with the pastor or the parish secretary.

Q: My loved one hasn’t been to Mass in years, but s/he was 
baptized Catholic. May they still have a funeral Mass?

A: A funeral Mass is permitted and even encouraged to be celebrated 
for any Catholic, even non-practicing Catholics, except in rare cases. 
The family, working with the pastor, should determine if a funeral Mass 
is the best option for a non-practicing Catholic. The Catholic Church 
has other options for Catholic funeral liturgies that may be more 
appropriate if your loved one was not a practicing Catholic.

Q: My loved one was an active, practicing Catholic, but the 
family is not. Is a funeral Mass required?

A: While a funeral Mass is not required, a funeral Mass is the best 
choice for a practicing Catholic who has died. Remember, the parish 
church community was also a part of your loved one’s life, and many 
members of the parish will also want an opportunity to mourn and to 
celebrate your loved one.

Q: Do we have to have a funeral Vigil service, or can we simply 
pray the rosary?

A: A funeral Vigil service is an opportunity for a family to begin the 
process of mourning and healing. It is also a time for the prayer and 
participation of those who are unable to attend the funeral Mass. If 
the family is accustomed to praying the rosary, a rosary could be 
part of the Vigil, along with readings from sacred scripture, prayers, 
sacred songs meaningful to the family, and eulogies.  If the only person 
familiar with praying the rosary is the minister leading the service, it 
should be omitted.

Q: How should we prepare our loved one’s funeral Mass?

A: Funeral Masses include sacred songs and hymns, Scripture readings, 
prayers, and sharing of the Eucharist: which is the Body and Blood 
of Christ under the appearance of bread and wine. Your loved one 
may have made some funeral Mass plans before his or her death. If 
these can be found, they will be a good starting place. Your loved 
one’s parish church staff will also have many resources to assist you 
in planning your loved one’s funeral. Contact your loved one’s parish 
church as soon after his or her death as possible, so that the church staff 
is able to assist you in making your loved one’s funeral Mass plans.

Q: Does the Catholic Church allow eulogies?

A: A eulogy is a brief speech about the good qualities of the deceased 
person. Eulogies are appropriate at the funeral home, during the Vigil 
service, or during a family gathering after the Committal (burial).  
Brief words of remembrance are an option before the prayers of 
Commendation, near the end of the funeral Mass. These remarks, 
prepared in advance and only made by one person, should be brief (3 
- 5 minutes) and should not distract from the sacredness of the funeral 
Mass.

Q: Does the Catholic Church allow cremation?

A: The Church earnestly recommends the pious custom of burial of the 
body, but it does not prohibit cremation, unless it is chosen for reasons 
which are contrary to Christian doctrine. By burying the bodies of the 
faithful, the Church confirms her faith in the resurrection of the body, 
and [demonstrates] the great dignity of the human body as an integral 
part of the human person.  

If cremation is chosen, the ashes of the person must be laid to rest in a 
sacred place: a Catholic cemetery, or a Catholic parish cemetery or 
columbarium, or another sacred space which has been set aside and 
dedicated for this purpose. However, the Church permits Catholics to 
be buried or interred in any suitable cemetery.  A simple but worthy 
funeral urn is most appropriate for containing the ashes after cremation. 
Additionally:

•	 The ashes may not be divided among various family members.

•	 The ashes may not be scattered in the air, on land, or at sea.

•	 The ashes may not be preserved in mementos, pieces of jewelry or 
other objects.

•	 Keeping the ashes of the deceased in a house, apartment, or other 
residence is not permitted. 

Q: Must we bury our loved one in a Catholic cemetery?

A: Ideally, a baptized person is buried in a sacred place: a Catholic 
cemetery, or a Catholic parish cemetery or columbarium, or another 
sacred space which has been set aside and dedicated for this purpose. 
However, the Church permits Catholics to be buried or interred in any 
suitable cemetery.

Burial of the faithful departed in cemeteries or other sacred places  
adequately [expresses] the piety and respect owed to the bodies of 
the faithful departed who through Baptism have become temples of 
the Holy Spirit.  Burial also encourages family members and the whole 
Christian community to pray for and remember the dead. The Church 
considers the burial of dead one of the corporal works of mercy.

Through the practice of burying the dead, Christian tradition has upheld 
the relationship between the living and the dead and has opposed 
any tendency to minimize, or relegate to the purely private sphere, the 
event of death and the meaning it has for Christians.
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